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his power. But Shivaji had by that time
become so powerful and formidable by
repairing and guarding his newly con-
quered hill-forts, collecting a brave army of
devoted Mawlis, and inviting the patriotic
Marathas to his standard, that he soon
began to measure his strength against
Bijapur and to dictate his own terms.
The struggle between Shivaji and Bija-
pur brought him into close contact with
the Maratha jahagirdars, such as Ghor-
pades, Mores, Sawants, Dalwis, Manes,
Nimbalkars and Ghatges, who enjoyed
handsome jahagirs and high positions under
the Mahomedan rule of Bijapur, and who
were loyally attached to it. Shivaji, with
the noble object of national emancipation,
desired to secure their co-operation and
help. But these feudal chiefs did not first
realise the importance of his mission and
looked upon him as a rebel. Not only did
they not join him, but they actually worked
to undermine his influence and put down his
power. Shivaji had, therefore, to get rid of
these opponents and smoothen his way to the
realization of his object. The first Maratha
jahagirdar, dealt with by him, was Chandra
Rao More, the Raja of Jaoli, who held
at the time an extensive territory including
the sacred hills of Mahabaleshwar.